
Policy for Parents/Guardians 

Family members may escort you directly to and from the Brilliant and are welcome to 

visit Mystic Seaport for the day at no charge. 

 

Records 

Before you arrive for your program, be sure you have received a confirmation, which 

serves as a contract and should be kept by your parents or guardian, if you are not yet 18. 

Participants under the age of eighteen are required to have their parents' or guardians' 

permission to participate. Permission and medical forms are sent to individuals and group 

leaders. Parents or guardians of each participant must fill out these forms. Completed 

forms should be mailed to Mystic Seaport no later than May 1st. You may not sail on 

Brilliant without submitting the following: 

1. Parent permission/medical form. 

2. Full payment for your program to Mystic Seaport Museum, Inc. 

3. Group leaders must send a typed list of participants, including leaders, with names,  

addresses, and phone numbers. The name, address, and telephone number of an  

“information officer” should be included to help us relay messages promptly if  

Brilliant is storm-bound or otherwise delayed. 

4. Letter of Agreement signed by you and your parent or guardian. 

 

Cancellation Policy and Statement of Responsibility 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY  

Full payment must accompany your registration. Mystic Seaport reserves the right to 

cancel the program in case of bad weather, mechanical problems or other unforeseen 

circumstances. In such cases, your payment will be returned. If you cancel 30 days prior 

to sailing time, your payment, less a 25% administrative fee, will be returned. No refund 

will be given if you cancel within 30 days of sailing time. Cancellations and requests for 

refunds must be in writing. Please send to: Central Reservations, Mystic Seaport/ PO Box 

6000 / Mystic, CT 06355-0990, or email reservations.desk@mysticseaport.org 

 

Keeping in Touch 

Between the beginning and end of a program, Brilliant maintains no regular schedule. 

Ports of call are entirely at the captain's discretion. When possible the captain reports to 

Mystic Seaport during the cruise, so the vessel's general location is known. To contact 

Brilliant in an emergency you may call Security at 860.572.5310. The Museum will then 

make every effort to reach the vessel. Mail cannot reach you on the vessel; however, you 

may send mail or telephone from nearly every port of call. 

 

In general, we discourage bringing cell phones on Brilliant and prohibit their use aboard 

the vessel. If circumstances require bringing a mobile phone for your travel to or from the 

vessel then you should also bring a waterproof container for it. 

 

What to Bring 

1. Bedding – one sleeping bag and one pillow case. We provide pillows. 

2. Towels – one washcloth, and one large towel. 

3. Swimsuit 



4. Toilet Articles – include sunblock. We recommend against spray-on sunblock and have  

found it to be very messy and much less effective. 

5. Comfortable Clothes – uniforms are not required; bring jeans or khakis, shorts, shirts.  

(Fashionable or expensive clothing and jewelry are best left at home). 

6. Soft-soled Shoes – avoid black rubber soles and please do not bring flip-flops. 

7. Cold Weather Clothing – a heavy wool sweater or jacket, heavy socks, warm pants.  

 Don't be fooled by warm weather ashore - it may be cold on the water, even in  

   midsummer. 

8. Foul Weather Gear – two-piece outfits are best. Unless you plan to sail often, avoid the  

 expensive brands. 

9. Other Essentials – spending money, stamps, sun-glasses, hats, small ditty bag for day  

stuff and for shore leave and camera. 

10. Seasick Tablets – Marazine or Bonamine are successful. Marazine is less prone to  

promote drowsiness. Consult your physician for recommendations. A prescription  

is required for behind the ear patches. 

11. Flashlight 

12. Sea or Duffel Bag - all gear (except sleeping bag) is to be packed in one sea or duffel  

bag of moderate size. No suitcases are allowed, as stowage space is limited. There  

simply is not room for larger bags and extra clothing. Keep it simple. 

 

DO NOT BRING radios, iPods, cell phones (or other electronic devices), scuba 

equipment, or heavy gear. We provide a safety harness for every crew member. Please 

leave your cell phones home so you truly have an experience of being away. 

 

Shore Leave 

The captain may grant shore leave after supper if conditions permit. You will return to 

the ship no later than 10:00 p.m., except with the captain's permission. Brilliant's 

welcome at her ports of call and permission to use shore facilities depend on our 

reputation for bringing well-behaved crews. There will be anchorages that do not offer 

the opportunities to go ashore. 

 

Cleaning 

Before leaving any anchorage in the morning, your bunks must be straightened away. No 

clothing is to be left lying around. Heads must be scrubbed, decks washed or swept, and 

brightwork wiped down. Brass polishing is a daily chore. In good weather other cleaning 

and maintenance is done as needed. The vessel may be wiped down at the end of the day. 

Neatness and cleanliness are required, and a group leader is responsible to the mate in 

this regard. Brilliant is a beautiful craft, admired wherever she goes. Your efforts are vital 

to maintaining this reputation.  

 

Shipboard Life 

Facilities for doing laundry or for taking a shower do not exist aboard Brilliant. A 

washcloth can produce excellent results as generations of seafarers have discovered. 

Group leaders are expected to participate in the physical work of the ship. All hands are 

expected to turn out to perform necessary work at any time. In breezy weather a pull on 

the main sheet is a task for many hands, and such maneuvers as gybing, tacking, or taking 



in sail may require fast work by everybody aboard. The call for “ALL HANDS!” means 

exactly that and INSTANTLY! 

 

Lookouts are placed on bow when underway and keep watch for such objects as lobster 

pot buoys, logs or boats that might be in a hazardous position. It is sometimes difficult to 

see these objects from the wheel, and lookouts have a responsibility for safety of the ship 

and all aboard. 

 

Tips for Shipmates 

There are certain things to bear in mind about life in the crowded confines of a ship. 

1. Show consideration for your shipmates and “pull your weight in the boat.” 

2. Long fingernails get broken, especially when furling sail. A clipped nail is better than a  

 torn nail. 

3. You may not bring any food or candy aboard. 

4. IPods, radios and other electronic amusements including cell phones are not allowed  

 because we want you to hear the sea and your shipmates. Bring books. 

5. Never leave your post without being properly relieved. 

6. Sleeping bags and pillows are not allowed on deck. 

10. Do not attempt to light the galley stove. 

11. Never stand or sit in the companionways. 

 

Drug and Alcohol Policy 

Brilliant is a zero tolerance vessel. Students participating in the teen programs are not 

allowed to use tobacco, consume alcohol, use illegal substances, or misuse prescription 

drugs. These rules apply both aboard the vessel and during shore leave. Any student 

caught in possession of, or under the influence of, prohibited substances will be required 

to leave the vessel as soon as is practical. The student and his/her parents or guardians 

are responsible for any travel expenses incurred by the early dismissal from the program 

and are not eligible for any program refunds. 


