
 

Itinerary for a Chaperone-Led Tour 
 

Whaling in the Nineteenth Century 
 
How to Use This Guide: 

Even though interpreters are present in most exhibits, we recommend that teachers and chaperones employ strategies of 

“guided exploration” to arrive at conclusions to the questions listed below.  By exploring the exhibits and reading labels 

rather than simply asking for answers from museum staff right away, students tend to interpret the information in a 

deeper and more integrated way.  Some exhibits are quite small.  To make the most of your exploration, the exhibits can 

be visited in any order.   

 

Whaling was an important maritime industry in the 19
th
 century. Learn about life on a whaling ship and why it was 

particularly harsh. Why was whaling such an important industry?  How were whales caught and processed?  What were 

whale products? Discover New England’s rich whaling history while you answer the questions posed in our guide and by 

exploring suggested exhibits and other activities. 

 

The Enduring Understanding: 

Perceptions of whales and whaling have changed over the centuries.  During the 19
th
 century, whales were viewed as a 

valuable and essential commodity source.  Whale products fueled a rapidly changing way of life, providing oil to light 

homes and streets, lubricants for the Industrial Revolution, and flexible baleen (whalebone) to shape fashions of the day, 

among other uses.  Re-invested whaling profits greatly influenced the development of American industries. 

 

Chandlery (Building #20) 
• What is a chandlery? 
 A chandlery is a ship’s outfitters where provisions for voyages could be bought. 

• What is needed to “outfit” a ship like the Charles W. Morgan for a voyage 

that might last several years? 
Lots of non-perishable food (salt pork/beef, hardtack, rice, etc.), water, sails/canvas, rope, clothes and shoes for the 

captain’s slop chest, metal instruments… 

• Do you see a sea chest? Your personal belongings would have to fit inside. 

• What would you pack for three years? 
A set of clothes or two, perhaps a book, pictures from home if you had them, scrimshaw tools, a plate, cup and 

utensils, a blanket, pillow, musical instruments… 

• Why are the lantern globes different colors?  
To indicate the different sides of the ship:  port (left) is red, the starboard (right) is green. 

• How much – and when – would whalemen get paid? 
Whalemen were paid according to the lay system, which was akin to a big pie chart.  An average sailor like an able-

body or ordinary seaman would receive 1/175 to 1/185 of the ship’s profits; this was if they were not in debt to the 

captain, which happened fairly frequently.  Whalemen only got paid at the end of a voyage and if they were in debt 

were usually signed on for another voyage to pay it off.   

 

Shipsmith Shop (#22) 
• Why is the craftsman in this shop not called a blacksmith? 
 He makes tools and implements for ships! 

• Look up at the bellows and figure out how it effects the heat on the forge. 
The bellows blows air up through the bottom of the fire pit, which brings more oxygen to the fire and makes it much 

hotter.   

• Find three different tools that were essential for nineteenth century whalemen. 
 Harpoons, killing lances, flensing irons, spades, skimmers, oarlocks, dippers… 

 

 



Nautical Instrument Shop (#23) 
• How did officers on a ship figure out where they were in the huge ocean and how did they find their way to their 

destination? 
Officers were trained in navigation and used nautical instruments to help determine longitude and latitude. 

• Locate three different navigational instruments. 
 Sextant, compass, chronometer, parallel rulers… 

• One instrument is mounted on the ceiling. Why? 
The compass is on the ceiling to replicate ones that were installed over the captain’s bunk.  This way he could keep 

track of the ship’s course even while lying down. 

• Find a bottle of whale oil. Why is it there? 
Whale oil was often used as a lubricant for high-quality or delicate machinery like watches and navigational 

instruments.   

  

Whaleboat Exhibit (#34) 
Visit the Whaleboat Exhibit before going to the shipyard to board the Charles W. 

Morgan. Photographs and artifacts will tell you a great deal about the process of 19
th
 century whaling. 

• How many men were in each whaleboat? 
 Six. 

• Why were whales not hunted from the whaling ship? 
Too dangerous and big, ponderous whaling ships couldn’t get close enough to a whale to harpoon it with much 

accuracy.   

 

Charles W. Morgan (#33) 
• How old is the Charles W. Morgan? 

She was built in 1841. 

• Look around carefully. What are some of the things that distinguish a whaling ship 

from other vessels? 
 Davits for whaleboats, tryworks, a cutting-in stage, and, below decks, the blubber room! 

• The number of bunks ‘fore and aft give you a clue as to the number of men in the 

crew. How many were there? 
The crew averaged about 33 men per voyage, with up to 24 of them stuffed into the fo’c’sle!   

• Are whales still hunted? Why or why not? 
In America whaling is illegal except for cultural purposes (and on a very small scale) by Inuits and Native 

Americans.  A few other countries around the world still whale, notably Japan.  Thanks to the use of fossil fuels like 

petroleum, whale oil’s main purpose as a lubricant and light source is obsolete.  Plastics have replaced flexible 

baleen as well. 

• Do you think there were ever women on a ship like this? 
Female crew members were not a part of Yankee whaling, but occasionally a captain brought his wife and/or 

daughter(s) aboard.   

 

Cooperage (#29) 
• Why was the cooper so important to seafaring? 

In an age before plastic containers, casks could and did store almost anything: food, water, alcohol, liquids, dry 

goods and more.  

• You will find barrels, hogsheads and casks in the shop. What do these terms mean? 
A cask is the proper term for the wooden container commonly referred to as a barrel.  A barrel is actually a specific 

term of measurement: a cask which holds 31.5 gallons.  A hogshead is double the size of a barrel: 63 gallons. 

• How were empty casks stored? 
Empty casks were disassembled and rolled up into a bundle called a shook.  These took up less space than an 

assembled, empty cask. 

• Why would a cooper have been part of the crew on a whaling ship? 
A cooper would be responsible for maintaining and creating casks for storage, especially whale oil storage.  On 

voyages without a carpenter on board, the cooper, also a skilled woodworker, would have even more to do.   

 

 

 



Voyages Exhibit (#46) 
• What is scrimshaw?  Why did sailors make these pieces? 

Scrimshaw is art made by engraving pictures into ivory or, especially, whale teeth or baleen.  Sailors scrimshawed 

to pass time or create gifts for those back at home/trade items.  

• What tools were used to carve and decorate the art work? 
Though some sailors had specialized scrimshaw tool kits, all that was really needed was a cloth and some sand to 

polish the tooth, a needle or knife to make the carvings, and some ink or even soot to give the lines color. 

• Can we still buy original whalebone or ivory scrimshaw? 
Yes, but with a lot of restrictions.  The Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act endeavor to 

protect living mammals from being exploited for their ivory. 

 

Questions to Consider 
• What products replaced whale oil? 

Petroleum and other fossil fuels and plastic. 

• Was the meat of the whale ever used? 
Although Native Americans and some Asian cultures ate (and still eat) whale meat, most Yankee whalers did not use 

or eat whale meat. 

• Did whaling methods and technology change over the years? 
19

th
 century whaling is vastly different from the large scale commercial whalers used in the 20

th
 century and into 

today.  Explosive harpoons, sophisticated sonar, spotting planes and helicopters and enormous ships have brought 

mechanization to whaling.  

• Who were some of the people who made up the crews on ships like the C. W. Morgan? 
The Morgan was home to over 1,000 whalemen in her lifetime, some of whom hailed from as far away as New 

Zealand and Cape Verde. 

 

Related Demonstrations 
See “Today’s Activities” sheet for times and locations of demonstrations related to Whaling in the 

Nineteenth Century. 

 

Vocabulary 
baleen   flexible substance found in upper jaw of most great whales. 

blubber  a thick layer of fatty tissue between skin and muscle of whales. 

cutting in  removing blubber from a whale. 

trying out  to render whale blubber resulting in oil. 

try works  large brick structure on deck used to render whale oil. 

fo’c’s’le  the crew’s living quarter in the forward part of the ship. 

 

Further Reading 
Eyewitness Books. The Whalers. 

Holling, C. Seabird. 

Lawrence, Mary Chipman. The Captain’s Best Mate. 

Papastavrou, Vassili.  DK Eyewitness Books: Whale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Itinerary for a Chaperone-Led Tour 
 

Life in a Seaport Town 
 
How to Use This Guide: 

Even though interpreters are present in most exhibits, we recommend that teachers and chaperones employ 

strategies of “guided exploration” to arrive at conclusions to the questions listed below.  By exploring the exhibits and 

reading labels rather than simply asking for answers from museum staff right away, students tend to interpret the 

information in a deeper and more integrated way.  Some exhibits are quite small.  To make the most of your exploration, 

the exhibits can be visited in any order.   

 

The village at Mystic Seaport Museum provides many opportunities for comparisons between 19
th
 century life 

and today.  During the latter part of the century, advancing technology brought many changes and improvements.  

Harbors were open gates to and from the rest of the world, shipping out products from the hinterland and importing 

needed goods to American shores. 

 

The Enduring Understanding: 

Coastal communities were the international entry and exit points in America for new ideas, people, products and 

technology.  Seaport towns had symbiotic relationships with their ships and the people who worked aboard them.   

 

Buckingham-Hall House (Building #41) 
Most of our village shows what life was like in the 1870s. This farmhouse shows life as it was in 

the 1830s when things were still being done the “old” way. How has technology changed since then? 

• Guess what the stone steps and curb-side posts were for as you approach the house. 
Climbing onto and hitching horses! 

• Go upstairs and look at the beds. Talk with your team about reasons for the curtains 

hanging from the bedposts - how many can you think of? 
Privacy, light blocker, noise reducer – but most of all to keep the heat in. 

• Go into the kitchen and look around. What’s different from your kitchen at home?  
 You probably have running water and electricity, for starters! 

• As you walk through the house and its yard, discuss with your team what chores each 

family member might have had in 1830. 
Bringing in water, washing, cooking, baking, laundry, taking care of livestock, gardening, general housekeeping, 

clearing land…   

• What are the functions of the two outbuildings near the kitchen garden ?   
A privy (outdoor bathroom) and wood shed for storage. 

 

The Mystic River Scale Model (#7) 
This detailed model gives you an idea of what the Mystic River area looked like in the 1800s.  Notice that the village 

you’re exploring today is not there!  This area was the George Greenman and Co. Shipyard.  Find the three Greeman 

homes by listening to the narration and reading the labels. 

 • Observe what industries are in town. 
  Hint: shipbuilding was a big one. 

 • What kinds of ships and boats are in the Mystic River? 
  Schooners, square riggers and steam vessels. 

• Find downtown and the bridge crossing the river.  See if you can locate the current bridge when you leave the 

building. 

 • Can you find the present location of Mystic Seaport?  It’s on the model, but small! 
  It’s there.  Look for a tiny horse. 

  



Drug Store (#30) 
The druggist or apothecary was useful to those who lived in the community and to those 

who went to sea as well. 

• Go up the ramp and look at the bottles of colored water in the window.  Did they serve the same purpose as the 

carved Native American in front of Stone’s Store?  
 Yes – they were advertisements.   

• Inside, look over the counter at the wooden chest full of small medicine bottles. 

• Imagine being on a whaleship.  The captain as your doctor and this chest is his only 

supply of medicine. Discuss the illnesses or injuries that could happen on a ship. How effective do you think these 

medicines could be? 
Unfortunately, medical care onboard ships was extremely primitive.  Imagine an amputation with no disinfectant or 

pain medication and you get the picture. 

 

School House (#39) 

The School House gives you a chance to observe changes in education over hundreds of years. 

• Compare the size of this schoolhouse with the one you go to. This is the one-room 

schoolhouse of  America’s past, where students from kindergarten to 8
th
 grade  learned together. Discuss the pros 

and cons of this type of schooling. 

• Can you determine what the teacher’s blackboard is made of? 
 Wood, painted black. 

• Standard education as we know it today was often not available to all children and schooling was not mandatory.  

Imagine what your life would be like if you never went to school. 

 

Stone’s Store (#38) 
The village store represents a small neighborhood store in the 1870s.  It carries a limited number of items used 

in households of the time.  Shopping was quite different compared to supermarket shopping today! 
• After shopping, how would you get the goods home? 

The shopkeeper might have a delivery boy, but usually you would have to carry things yourself.  Baskets came in 

handy.   

 • How would a shopkeeper advertise his wares? 
  Posters/prints, trading cards, shop windows. 

 • Without electricity and consequently without refrigeration, how was food kept from spoiling? 
The cheese wheel covered by the glass is a good example.  The glass helped keep some of the air away from the 

cheese, slowing the spoiling. 

 • Can you find products which were imported from far-away places? 

 • What was expensive at the time?  Less expensive? 

 • What items/products are still available to us today? 

 • Can you trace the evolution of modern technology of today?  (Ex.: coffee grinder.) 

 

Burrows House (#28) 
This 1870s house is small but comfortable. It was moved here from downtown Mystic. 

• What kinds of workers might have been able to afford to live in this house? 
This would be a typical home for a middle-class family of the 1860s. 

• Look in the kitchen. What “modern conveniences” made meal preparation easier than in 

the Buckingham-Hall House? 
 A cookstove, a water pump in the pantry, a wringer for laundry… 

• Besides keeping house and taking care of the family, what extra skills did Mrs. Burrows use? 
 Mrs. Burrows was a milliner (hat maker).  Look in the little room off of the kitchen. 

 

Learn More About Coastal Communities in These Exhibits: 
• Bank 

• Chapel 

• Fire Engine 

• Thomas Greenman House 

 



Vocabulary 
canopy   curtains used as a cover over a bed. 

apothecary   one who prepares compounds for medicinal use. 

outbuildings   buildings that are separate from the main house but used by it. 

wringer  an appliance used to press water from wet laundry  

 

 

Further Reading 
Conway, Celeste. Where is Papa Now? 

Foster, Mark.  Whale Port. 

Kalman, Bobbie.  Historic Communities series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Itinerary for a Chaperone-Led Tour 
 

Ships: Form Follows Function 
 
How to Use This Guide: 

Even though interpreters are present in most exhibits, we recommend that teachers and chaperones employ 

strategies of “guided exploration” to arrive at conclusions to the questions listed below.  By exploring the exhibits and 

reading labels rather than simply asking for answers from museum staff right away, students tend to interpret the 

information in a deeper and more integrated way.  Some exhibits are quite small.  To make the most of your exploration, 

the exhibits can be visited in any order.   

 

Humans have depended on the sea for food, transportation and sport for thousands of years.  Over time ships have been 

developed from primitive canoes to glorious sailing vessels.  The invention of steam power and engines (and, more 

recently, nuclear power) enabled the construction of liners, tankers, container ships and submarines.  Historic vessels are 

being preserved here at Mystic Seaport Museum.  Their designs and functions represent a variety of enterprises carried out 

at sea, on rivers, and wherever there are bodies of water. 

 

The Enduring Understanding: 

As world trade evolved over hundreds of years, so did the design, size, building materials and function of watercraft.  

Crews who live and work on board, sometimes for years, form isolated communities whose interdependent members 

contribute essential skills. 

 

The Charles W. Morgan (#33) 
Of all the ships and exhibits at MSM, the most treasured is this wooden whaling ship built in 1841.  You may also learn 

more about the business and process of whaling by visiting the Voyages exhibit and the Whaleboat Shed. 

• Why did the Charles W. Morgan hunt whales? 
 Profit, of course! 

• Can you find the parts of the ship where blubber was processed into whale oil? 
 The blubber room, below decks, and the try-works, forward.   

• Where was the whale oil stored? 
 In casks in the hold (the very bottom of the ship). 

• As you move through the ship, note differences in living conditions for the men fore vs. aft. 

• What was the financial impact of whaling in America? 
Whaling capital was invested in upcoming industries like textile manufacturing and railroads.  Whale oil was widely 

used as a lubricant and light source during and after the Industrial Revolution.   

 

The Australia (#12) 
This coastal schooner carried freight along the coasts of North America and had a long and varied history before she was 

donated to MSM in 1961.  For 10 years she served as the dormitory in the Museum’s sail training program.  The Australia 

is now an exhibit of ship construction.  Walk through this beached vessel and examine her bones! 

• Take note of signs with names for the many parts of a ship’s “skeleton.” 

• Do wooden ships have knees? 
 Yes!  See if you can find them.   

• What is a keel? 
 The backbone of the ship.   

• Become aware of the dramatic effect of rot on wood. 

• If this ship was in your yard, would you repair it or let it rot away?  Why? 

 

 



The Joseph Conrad (#18) 
This beautiful three-masted training vessel, built in Denmark in 1882, trained 4,000 young men to become sailors before 

she was sold.  Go on board and look around. 

• Why is the wheel in the back of the vessel? 
The wheel is attached to the tiller, which is attached to the rudder.  The rudder is attached to the stern (back) of the 

ship and steers the ship.  

 

• Standing at the wheel – facing the bow – what is the object directly in front of you? 
 A binnacle, which houses the compass.  

• Look up at the rigging and notice the drastic difference between it and the L.A. Dunton’s rigging.  Why is there 

such a difference? 
The Conrad is a three-masted square-rigger.  The Dunton is a two-masted schooner.  The Conrad was built as a 

naval training ship, so speed wasn’t as much of a priority.  The Dunton, however, was built to be light and fast. 

• Visitors are not invited to go below on the Conrad.  Can you figure out why? 
The Conrad is the Seaport’s floating dormitory for our campers. 

• Which materials were used to build this ship? 
 Wood and metal. 

 

The L.A. Dunton (#4) 
This schooner is one of hundreds of fishing vessels that sailed the North Atlantic, fishing for one of New England’s most 

important resources, the codfish.  Go onboard and learn how cod were caught. 

• What was one of the methods of preserving the catch? 
Originally, splitting, drying and salting the fish which were then stacked in the pens below decks.  In the 20

th
 

century, ice became the predominant preservation method. 

• What is a dory? 
A small, fast boat used to set out the lines and catch the fish.  Several dories would be launched from the ship at a 

time. 

• Why was cod fishing so dangerous? 
Harsh weather, slippery conditions, fog, treacherous waves, and very sharp fishing  implements made for a 

tricky working environment. 

• How long were fishermen out at sea? 
 Months.  Trips became shorter with the use of blocks of ice. 

• Compare life on board for cod fishermen with that of whalemen. 

 

The Benj. F. Packard Ship’s Cabin (#51) 
The Benj. F. Packard was a three-masted cargo vessel more than twice the size of the Charles W. Morgan.  These ships, 

called “down easters,” were built in the late 1800s to carry cargo around the world.  The Packard no longer exists but you 

can visit the restored after cabin where the officers lived. 

• What cargoes were shipped on the Packard? 
Mostly grain; sugar and coal as well (bulk cargo). 

• Study the model of the ship and locate the wheel on it. 

• Did captains bring their families on voyages? 
 Occasionally, but they were the only crew allowed to do so. 

• What happened to the ship? 
She was used as a ‘pirate ship’ at Playland in New York.  After sustaining massive damage in the hurricane of 1938, 

she had to be sunk.  Mystic Seaport was able to salvage and restore the cabin.   

 

Voyages (#46) 
This gallery houses the MSM’s signature exhibit, “Voyages: Stories of America and the Sea.”  There are many artifacts 

from and about ships here – including paintings and ships in miniature form as models.  Find models of vessels not afloat 

at the Seaport.   

• Container ships carry most of the goods we now purchase.  Step inside a container and learn about the modern 

way cargoes are handled. 

• Find the USS Pittsburgh and the aircraft carrier. 

• What boats were used for recreational purposes? 
 Motorboats, sailboats, yachts, rowboats… 



• What type of ship is your favorite and why? 

 

Related Demonstrations 
See “Today’s Activities” sheet for times and locations of demonstrations related to Ships. 

 

Vocabulary 
aft  refers to the rear part, or stern, of a ship.    

fore  refers to the front part, or bow, of a ship.  

rigging  line, wire, chain etc. used to support a ship’s masts and handle sails. 

yard   a spar on a mast from which sails are set. 

 

 

Further Reading 
Kalman, Bobbie.  Historic Communities series 

Peterson, William. Mystic Built. 

Story, Dana A.  The Building of a Wooden Ship: “Sawn Frames and Trunnel Fastened.” 

Tryckare, Tre.  The Lore of Ships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Itinerary for a Chaperone-Led Tour 
 

Shoreside Industries 
 
How to Use This Guide: 

Even though interpreters are present in most exhibits, we recommend that teachers and chaperones employ strategies of 

“guided exploration” to arrive at conclusions to the questions listed below.  By exploring the exhibits and reading labels 

rather than simply asking for answers from museum staff right away, students tend to interpret the information in a 

deeper and more integrated way.  Some exhibits are quite small.  To make the most of your exploration, the exhibits can 

be visited in any order 

 

At Mystic Seaport Museum, our 19
th
 century village represents an active New England maritime community.  Sailors 

depended on industries which flourished in seafaring towns and cities to feed, clothe, house, provision, build, equip, rig 

and outfit themselves and their ships.  Explore the following exhibits to discover how intertwined shore-side industries 

were with sailors, ships and cargoes from around the world. 

 

The Enduring Understanding: 

Shoreside industries including shipsmithing, chandleries, ropewalks, sailmaking, coopering, shipyards provided 

specialized products and services.  This created a demand for skilled labor, training and employment in local communities 

and also enabled 19
th
 century ships and their crews to sail further and longer than ever before.  Which businesses were 

replaced by modern technology?  Which remain? 

 

Shipyard (Building #2) 
Visit the Thames Keel, Charles W. Morgan, and Restoring an Icon/Shipyard Gallery exhibit 

• Why is the keel called the “backbone of the ship?”  
 The keel is the center piece around which the rest of the ship is laid.   

• What kind of specialized tools and techniques did shipwrights use to create massive wooden ships like the 

Morgan in the days before steam power and electricity? 
Many of them are similar to today, only hand powered: drills/augurs, saws, hammers, planers, axes, steam boxes… 

• Do any of the tools look like ones you have seen before? 

 

Sail Loft (#20) 
• Why was a sail loft important to the shipping industry 150 years ago? 
 It would be awfully hard to make a wind powered vessel move without any sails. 

• What type of tools did sailmakers use? 
Strong needles, palms (a partial glove to protect the hand), sailmaker’s bench and, later,  sewing machines. 

• Were the sails stitched only by hand? 
 After the middle of the 19

th
 century, sewing machines became available.   

 

Chandlery (#20)  
• What kind of store do we have now that sells the same type of things? 
 A ship’s outfitters. 

• List 5 items that you would bring with you for a 3 year voyage. (Remember 

that they have to fit inside a seachest!) 

• Notice the store display signs.  What kinds of products are offered for sale?  

  

 

Ropewalk (#19) 
• Why is this building shaped the way it is? 
 The longer the building, the longer the rope it could produce. 



• How long was this building in its original location in Plymouth, MA? 
Four times the length (1,060 feet).  If we didn’t shorten it here at Mystic, it would stick out over the water! 

• What are two main uses for rope on a sailing ship? 
 Operating the sails; rope ladders such as ratlins.   

 • What is a rope called on a ship? 
  Once a rope is put on board a ship and used, it is a line forever after. 

 

Shipsmith Shop (#22) 
• Why is the craftsman in this shop not called a blacksmith? 

He makes tools and implements for ships! 

• Look up at the bellows and figure out how it effects the heat on the forge. 
The bellows blows air up through the bottom of the fire pit, which brings more oxygen to the fire and makes it much 

hotter.   

• Can you find examples of the smith’s work which would be used onboard a ship? 
 Harpoons, oar locks, knives, skimmers, flensing irons, dippers, killing lances… 

 

Cooperage (#29) 
• Why was a cooperage so important to 19

th
 century trade? 

In an age before plastic containers, casks could and did store almost anything: food, water, alcohol, liquids, dry 

goods and more.  

• What was the traditional way to become a cooper? 
 Via an apprenticeship. 

• Would a cooper ever go to sea as part of a ship’s crew?  Why or why not? 
Very often, particularly on whaleships.  A cooper would be responsible for maintaining and creating casks for 

storage, especially whale oil storage.  On voyages without a carpenter on board, the cooper, also a skilled 

woodworker, would have even more to do 

• From the other exhibits you have visited, name 4 items that would be stored in 

casks for a voyage. 
 Whale oil, water, liquor, salt pork, hardtack, rice, beans, flour… 

• Can you find the best size and design for each of the items? 

 

Shipcarver’s Shop (#25) 
• Why was it vital to the sailors that the shipbuilders, sail makers, chandlers, ropemakers, smiths, coopers and 

shipcarvers do their jobs well? 
 Seafaring men’s lives literally depended on reliable and well-made materials. 

• Would you rather be a sailor or a shore-side craftsman? 

• What is the name for carved human figures mounted on ships? 
 Figureheads. 

 

Related Demonstrations 
See “Today’s Activities” sheet for times and locations of demonstrations related to Shoreside Industries. 

 

Vocabulary 
apprentice  a young person bound to an older craftsman in order to learn a trade. 

cargo    items being transported by ship at a price. 

chandlery  a shop selling nautical items for boats, ships, and sailors; ship’s outfitters. 

rigging   line, wire, chain etc. used to support a ship’s masts and handle sails. 

seachest   wooden trunk containing all of a sailor’s personal belongings. 

 

 

Further Reading 
Adkins, Jan.  Wooden Ship. 

Hamilton, Georgia W.  Silent Pilots: Figureheads in Mystic Seaport Museum. 

Lathan, Jean Lee.  Carry on Mr. Bowditch. 

Story, Dana A.  The Building of a Wooden Ship: “Sawn Frames and Trunnel Fastened.” 


